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was always emphasised as the protection of the good and the
punishment of the wicked. As early as 700 A.D. a Kannada
epigraph of Badami has drawn the sketch of a hero as
good to the good, sweet to the sweet but deadly to the foe.l
Another warrior in the Alupa reign of c 900 A. D. is
described to have been " beloved by the good and shunned
by the wicked" (Sadhupriyan Asadhuvarjitan}.2 The
Ksatriya-ideals of valour, veracity, charity and forgiveness
(Sourya, satya, dana and ksama) are repeatedly upheld in
innumerable inscriptions. Kings, vassals, generals and even
village chiefs are praised times without number for
translating these ideals into practice. Thus it was in
keeping with Aryan culture that every effort was made to
render monarchy benevolent and to make the adminis-
tration efficient and popular. In the pursuit of this ideal,
however, it may be observed that, except in times of war,
the sovereignty of the king along with the council of
ministers was normally limited by a greater concession of
freedom to the people and a greater devolution of power
to representative assemblies and the like. Though this is
a general feature of benevolent administration in India
from ancient times, the whole of the South and in particular,
Karnataka appear to have contributed to a greater degree
than the North to the introduction of the democratic
. element in the system of government. Evidence will be
'cited later in proof of this generalisation.

1 R. NarsSmhacarya: Sasanapadyamanjari, p. 2.
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